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Mr. P, Chidambaram, former Finance Minister of our country, a 
leading lawyer, a sincere politician and an affectionate person has agreed 
to answer your questions in the March 2003 issue of your favourite 
magazine, 

Let your questions be directed towards the general good of our 





country... 
Mr. Chidambaram will answer selected questions. 
Senul in your questions 
‘Star Rendezvous 
Clo Gokulam 








47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097, 


@ Last date : 22.01.2003 
‘© Write only on a postcard 
and school. Also give your resi 





1e question allowed 
details of your name, age, class 
ential address. 
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Dear cou, 

Theyear2002 
is almost over. 
Thenew yearis 


around the 
corner. 
We greet 


our friends saying 
“Happy New Year" But wil itbe 
really happy year? 

Ofcourse we willbe feling happy over 
small things. A Christmas gift or a new 
year party is sure to make us happy. We 
shall surely be laughing over jokes and 
some funny incidents 

But will the new year bring peace of 
‘mind and satistaction ofthe soul to all of 
us? Looking at things in a larger perspec 
tive I feel very doubtful. 

Dear God, you know thatthe year 2002 
has not been a happy one for thousands: 
of people all over the world, My father 
switches on the news channel every 
‘evening and allows me to see the events 
even f they are not pleasant. He says that 
children all over the world live putting up 







launched an all out war on terrorists. 
Osama Bin Laden and his army were 
targetted. Afganistan was bombed to get 
rid of them, Though the allied forces of 
the west took every precaution, innocent 
lives too were lost. This is the greatest 
tragedy in any kind of war. Ordinary 
people who have nothing to do with ex- 
{remists, who do not share any oftheir 
ideologies get killed in a gruesome man- 
ner. 

Inspite oftheir best efforts, the Ameri- 
can army could not kill or capture Osama 
He escaped and continues his terrorist 
acts trom his hideout, while the world 
tives in fear of his attacks, The Bali hotel 
blast in which several people lost their 
lives is attributed to him. Gar bombs, hu- 
man bombs, land mines and indiscrimi= 
nate shootouts have become very com 
‘mon, almost a dally occurrence 


Oh Gout | am certain that you are 
aware that Kashmir has become ahot bed 
of terrarism, The Himalayas echo to the 
sound of A.K. 47 gun fire or bomb blasts, 


A CHILD’S PRAYER 


with poverty, suffering, death and destruc 
tion and he wants me to feel for them, 1 
think he is right. Not a single day passes 
‘without my having to see on the TV screen 
or read in the news papers about some 
massacre or other, 


Atter te terrorist attack on the twin 
towers of the World Trade Center, New 
York, on 11th September 2001, America 


‘The valley of serene beauty has turned into 
land of horror and blood shed. The lat- 
est strategy of the terrorists is to enter 
temples and hole up there atter a killing 
spree, Even children are not spared, 

The war between Israel and Palestine 
continues with terrorists from both sides 
infiltrating and killing innocent people of 
the opposite side. 

| can go on and on, giving more ex- 
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amples. The worst sufferers in all these 
killings are children. Apart trom the evil 
practice of recruiting child soldiers, the 
children living in such a surrounding be- 
come insensitive and very hard hearted. 
There sno value for Ife, Bombs and guns 
become a common feature for them and 
blood and 
death a com- 
mon sight 
Dear God, 
what is 
achieved by all 
these? Nothing 
at all! Both 
sides become 
more deter- 
mined and 
more aggres- 
sive, resulting 
in loss of more 
innocent lives. 
All religions 
preach only 
love; but man 
continues to 


EWES) 
fight in the name of religion! 

Evon.a smal girl ike me knows that 
only love and mutual respect can achieve 
things. Friendship and co-operation can 
work wonders, Trade will flourish, lifting 
the economy of nations to new heights, 


Sports will enthuse people and tourism 
‘will ensure friendship and co-operation, 
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Oh God! Please make love and 
friendship spring in the hearts of all men 
‘and women instead of hatred and enemity, 
atleast in the year 2003, Make us build a 
new world of peace, beauty and 
prosperity. 

Dear God, Give us the strength to 





achieve this. Let there be atleast a 
beginning in 2003, 


Trustingly yours, 
Chandra 
Cover Illustration : Lalitha 
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Th our house, home-work time 
is happy time. My children enjoy 
every bit of it. When friends 
complain that their children refuse 
to do their work at home or find it 
dull and boring, | give them these 
hints: 

- Make it a habit to work everyday 
at the same time. 

= The place where you study must 
be quiet, comfortable and well lit. 





- After you play, have a 
K refreshing bath, drink milk 
ME eat snacks and then sit 


down to study. 


~ Your table should have a box with 


sharpened pencils, ruler, pen, 
rubber, colours, scissors and a 
glue stick (make sure these are 
ready before you start your 
work), 

Have a rough note book or some 
rough sheets to make notes on 
as you study. 

Before you begin, spend a 
minute in prayer. 

Keep ready a list of portions you 
want to study for the day. 

Try to leam a little from every 
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‘subject. This will keep subject. 
you abreast of your - After you finish, pack 
portions at school your bag for the next day. 
even if it is just one Write down your plans for 
page, a few answers THEPARENTPAGE the next day and put it up. 
ora drawing. Try these simple hints and drive 


Use the rough sheets to make those homework blues away. 
notes, sketches or to write down 


important spellings. = Shoba Ranjit Singh, 
If you feel bored, change the Chennai. 


Answers: 1 Animal found in the sndwy 
to the# regions ofthe Himalajas. 
following 2/ Qieaery ie Eaeecn Bip. 
questions . boston tens wage 
begin 4. One of the greatest violinists 
with . 
he Fie 2c Sormny 
: bps 5. Comic characier who fights 
eer et 
- 6. Current Pakistani cricketer who 
is a Christian, 
7. Highly ‘contagious disease 
‘common in tropical America & 
West Africa. 
8, Famous Greek musician who 
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9. Nickname for people belonging to 
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1. Yak 2. Yugoslavia 3. Yuri 


Gagarin 4. Yehudi Menuhin 5. Yogi 


Answers: 





Bear 6, Yousuf Youhana 7. Yellow 
fever 8. Yanni 9. Yankees 10. Yahoo 
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THE DREAM 


My parents had gone away to Ban- 
galore for afew days on some eme 
gency visit leaving me with my aunt) 
who lived just a few houses away. 
one of those nights that I stayed there, 
had the strangest of dreams - my house 
‘was being robbed. 

‘The very next morning, on my way 
to school, I walked past my house 


wa 
little creature 


this poo" 
Pad then scurTicS 


off to safer: 


thinking of the 
dream. I was simply 

stunned to find the 

gate actually open 

and the front door 
unlocked. 

Tran back to my 
aunt's house to tell 
them what Thad seen, 
Believing that the 
house had been 

burgled and wondering 
at the strange co-inci- 
dence of my dream 
coming true, I went 
back to my house drag- 
ging my aunt along 
Tt was my parents! 
They had retuned late 
the previous night, 
cutting short their 
visit. We did have 
a good, hearty 
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Jaugh. Ofcourse I felt very relieved 100! 
~ CK, Divya Janani, Std. XI, 
R.V.S, Matric, Coimbatore. 


THE QUIZ 


A few months ago, my mother came 
into my room one day and gave me a 
copy of ‘Gokulam’ to read. 1 
took the book from her say 
ing “yes’ without really 
being bothered, 1 was 
too busy preparing for 
the quiz competition 
that was going tobe held 
in school the next day, 
that {put the book aside. 

At school next 
moming, T saw many 
children reading some- 
thing froma book, that my 


friend had brought. It was “Gokulam’. 1 
too began to read it and believe it or 
‘not, many questions in the quiz. were 
ctually from the issue that we had read! 
1 answered many of the questions and 
felt very happy and confident after that. 

~ Aishwarya Nair, Ambernath (E), 















FAKE SNAKE 


T was alone at home that night 
waiting for my parents. My dad had 
called to say that they would be late and. 






that I should lock the front gate. 

It was dark outside as 1 walked up 
to lock the gate. Just then T saw 
something shiny lying on the ground, 
few feet from the gate. I was terified. 
thought that it was a snake, I 

Tran back to my room and sank into 
the sofia feeling terrified. Building up 
courage, I took my torch and walked 
out again. “Will it still be there?" 1 
thought to myself. 

I switched on the torch with my. 
trembling hands only to realise that it 
wasn'ta snake. 

Tewas my golden ribbon which I had 
lost earlier! 

+ Charanya Chandran, Age 13, 
Ida Scudder School, 
Vellore. 








WHAT THE NEW YEAR MEANS TO ME... 


The ‘new year must not only change 
the numbers ofa calendar, but must also 
change our bad habits, thoughts, aims and 
ideas and replace them with good ones. 

My resolutions are probably very similar 
to those of many others. 

| have decided never to disobey or 
‘question my parents shall lp my mother 
with her household chores and my father 
with is work, 

' have also decided to study extra time 
everyday, read the newspaper every 
‘morning and also maintain a record of selt- 
analysis in which | will note down the 
mistakes | make everyday and try to avoid 
‘them in the future. 

+18. Swathi, Std, Vivekananda 
Educational Centre, Bangalore, 





“A iite spent worthily should be 
measured by deeds, not by yer 
This saying apples to each and every 
individual, A man is remembered for his 
deeds and achievements, no matter for how 









many years he lve. 
Letus not waste time. Every hour, every 
‘day counts. Let us be good, think good and 

‘do good 
=G, Aishwarya, Hindu Senior 
Secondary School, Chennai, 


‘Yet another complete year, completely 
‘new! This in itself is a wonderful gift. What 
‘are we going to do with it? Or not do with 
it? Think about it. 

‘Make alist of things tobe done; arrange 
them in their order of importance; fit them 
into columns and squares for every hour 
your working day and follow your pln.. 

‘There are bound to be ups and downs, 
‘You may end up running behind schedule, 
Review your list now and then, prioritise, 
‘downsize, Forego those things on your list 
that are dispensable. 

Have control over yourself and Keep 
cool, Above all, don't worry. Be happy. 
Sid.1X, TVS Lakshmi 
Matric, Madurai, 














‘© Believe in yourself but don’t be 
overconfident @ Be satisfied... but know 
that you can always improve 
‘© Accept love graciously and always be 
ready to give more @ Be modest in 
victory and success and courageous in 





THOUGHTS TO PONDER... 


defeat @ Give comfort and security to 

others and you will always receive it in 

retum @ Be glad... just for being the 
wonderful person that you are. 

- Ranjana Banik, Midnapore, 

West Bengal. 
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followed the footprints 
examining them clos 


Just three of 
them here, 


‘Three of 
what? 


—+ 


Footprints 
you nut, 





onan] seer rom 





Maybe the 
Martian nearer 
the pool was hurt 
‘outer sista waa badly and was 


probably supporting leaning on 
the other one. 

















‘That's your 
imagination 
running riot 
again. We don’t 
even know if 
Martians bleed... 
If Martians they 
are! 


wwe leading 
‘The foot prints take pou! 


trom 
turn from this || "82 om *) 




















Following the| 
footprints, 


the place 
where the 
[space craft 
had landed, 





Great discovery, 


14 











JANUARY 2003, 








Let's come earlier to avoid 
disappointment. 











Can't wait 
to see what 
happens 
tonight. 





. AA 
"To be continued 
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The thee 


football 

leagues inthe world are the 
Spanish league (alga), the 
Italian league, (‘Italian Serie 
A), and the English Premier League. The 
last is the most watched league in the 
world. For one, soccer is so popular in 
England that football clubs make huge 
investments, buying the best players from 
around the world. Besides, the English 
league is just so exciting! At the recent 
match between Newcastle United and 
Manchester United, Man U, as fans call 
theteam, scored a goal ater 35 minutes, 
Almost immediately Newcastle pegged 
‘one back. But then Man U scored two 
‘more, courtesy of Ruud Van Nistelroy, 
their star striker from Netherlands. Inthe 
second half, Newcastle seemed to be go- 
ing through the motions, when suddenly 


‘Alan Shearer came up witha stunning tree 
ick to bring Newcastle back into the 
game, The game ended §-3 in Man U's 
favour, just one instance of how exciting 
this league can be, In the past few years, 
Manchester United have dominated the 


SPORTS TALK —— 
Jeague, winning the cup in 198, 99, 
and 2000. 


Every year, the top four teams 
of the league get to participate in 


the following year’s European 
A Champions League, a very high 
paying tournament reserved for 

the best teams in Europe, 
This year, Arsenal and 
Liverpool were looking unbeatable, 
bout suddenly, they both seem to have 
{ost their form completely. Man U, look- 


H ing listless losing to Bolton of allteams, 

‘were suddenly bolstered up by thelr vic~ 

best-known tory against Newcastle, They went 

onto beat Liverpool 2-1 (an- 

LE AGUE other thrill, that one) and 
Arsenal 2-0. 


Everton has been a rev- 
elation. Last year, they struggled to es- 
cape elimination from the league, but this 
year, they find themselves at third place 
Their efforts the stuff of legends, not to 
‘mention the passionate support they re- 
ceive at every match they play 





So wino is going to win the league 
this year? Going on current form, one 
‘would be tempted to say Man U, but that 
depends on whether they can sustain their 
briliant run, Arsenal area safe be, and i 
Michael Owen returns to form, Liverpool 
cannot be counted out. | personaly hope 
that Newcastle get into the top four lke 
they did last year, but they have strong 
contenders in Chelsea, who look briliant 
this year. My personal prediction ~ Man 
U, Arsenal, Newcastle, Liverpool, and then 
Chelsea, Lets see what happens! 


= Abhinav Ramnarayan 
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HAND-GUNS tess inseains ras 


GuNPowoER -AwaTURE oF POTASSIUM 
NITRATE, SULPHUR ANG CHARCOAL WAS 

INVENTED BY THE ANCIENT NES, 

THEY USED T FIREWORKS. WAS HE 

| eunoreans WHO USE IW PREARNE - 

wert FEARS wAoe HER APEasance 7 

agouno TE YEAR 0, THIS PRIITVE OLN 

avsisteD oF a HOLLOW Tus AREL ¥TH 

/ASTICR ATTACHED TO ONE EN. RST THE GUNPOWDER AND THEN THE 
BULLE SALLY A ONO STONE WAS PUSHED INTO THE HOLLOW TUBE 
FRG TH PEN FRONT END THE MUZZLE), WHEN THE WEAPON WAS READY 
TORE aso. URRNG WATCH WAS NSERTEDINTOANOKE CALLED THE 
Toucw ue} WC CONNECTED TO THE WTERIOR OF THE BARREL ve 
erwin waren WOULD EXPLODE THE GUNPOHDER WGA TURN WOULD 
SHOOT UT THE BULLET. 


cen 


HOWEVER, DURING TH EARLY PART OFT NEXT CEATURY THES Cen, THE MATCNLCCK FAAS MADE 
We APPEARANCE ND THE SUALLER ONES WERE CALLED STOLE, THE MATEN.OCK WORKED AY VERY 
SMLAR 1015 PREDECESSOR BUTT HADATRLGGERCOMECTED TO ALEVER TO Wi WAS ATTACHED THE 
‘BAYONG MATCH OR A PEECE Or BURNING CORD THE WEAPON WAS ALSO LOAZED WHE SAME MANNER AS TS 
PREDECESSOR. WHEN The TUGGER WAS PULLED, THE BURKNG ENO TKEWATC oR CORD] WOULD ENTER 
‘NETOUCIHACLE Ano EXPLODE THE GUNPONDER,SHOGTING OUT THE BULLY (NOW AROUND ALL HADE ROM TH 


ETAL LEHO) 
C i- 


Sv TcuaoLEor me mc eRaoex gumrnron NED 
Pst cate Wo bENS WsTtAD OF PAI mone’? 


BRAND WATCN.TELEVERWAD ALN ATTACHED m wh 
1O.TOLOKD A PUNTLOCR PISTOL THE MARKSMAN HAD TOFS eye J 
UN SME GUNPOWDER OOH THE BARREL F164) AND THEN 
PUBHTHEQULLET DOWN WHT ARO F163, AMAL QUANTIFY 3 

igs 





(OF GUNPOWDER WAS ALSO PU WTO TH PRG PAN WEAR 
TOUCHE FI), WEN THE TRLOGER AS PULLED, TH LEVER 

\NOULD SPRING DOMMNAROS ANDTHE FLINT WOULD STRAE THE.“ Guwcncntowea en 9 
GUNPOWDER THE PRMNG PAN 2.7 SERONG EOWA wore vena 
OWER OF SPARKS INTO THE AARRE SETTING OF THE GUNPOMDER 

WC WOULON TURN EXR.ODE AND EXPEL THE ROUND BLT 





{THEFLIM ws 4 SroNE WH PRODUCED SPARKS WENT HT AWARD 
suneace 
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HOWEVER, THe FLNTLOOKFREAAUS WERE HoT 
VERY EFDENT, A VERY OFTEN THE PUNT WOULD 
aL TOSET OFF THE GUNPONDER. M22 
THEPERCUSION CaP WAS VENTED TH WAS 
TN HOLLOW CYNDER WT AN EPLOSVE CHARGE 
[USUALLY MERCURY FULAIUAE| AT ONEEND HE 
EAP WAS ITED OVER A NOLLOW NPPLE WHC LED 
INTO THE BARREL OF TH PISTOL, THELOADING Pade 
CEDURE WAS THE SAME ASIN AFUNTLOCK PCL 





MEN THE ALGER WAS PULLED, THE HAMMER WOULOSTRKE THE PERCUSSION CAPEXPLOOING 
‘TWEFURMOIATECAARGE WICH MOLLO THE UNO SPARKS COWN THROUOH THE NIPPLE WTO THE BARREL 
XPLOONG THE GUNPOWDER LOADED TERE. STL Tr RATE OF FRE OF SUCH STOLE WAS VERY SLOW AND 
SOLDIERS AND GUNMEN OFTEN EXPRESSED Ti NED FOR AWEAPON THAT COLLD HOOT MAN TES WITHOUT 
RELOADING, TS LED To THE VENTYON OF GUNS UMC THE PEPARDOK POL 11) MCN HAD Sx BARRELS, 
TACHCONTAMG ALLE EVERY AE THE PISTOLS WAVER WASPLLLED UAC COCKED TE CLNMERWCULD 
REVOLVE AND A LOADED BARREL WOULD COME NTO PLACE, READ T EFRED, 


BUTI WAS SAMUEL COLT 11438, AN AMERICAN, AO VENTED TE 
RST OF THe MODERN GAY REVOLVERS HB, COLTS REVOLVER HAD A 
FOTANWG EVUNDER WC COWLD HOLDS BULEYS EACH 6 NCHES 
CAIORE ¢5 MEANT TAT 1H CIAMETER OFTHE REVOLVER’ BARAEL ON 
{HAT CF The BLET WAS 02 OFAN HCH. THE REVOLVERS HAD 
FovbNs TIGGER AND WERE MANUFACTURED AT COL’ FACTORY ATA 
PLAGE CALLED PATENSON HTH STATE OF MEW JERSEY USA 


1 nevowER SAW MUCH ACTON, 


PARICULARLY TH AMERICAN MENCAN 
Wan mae 


FLOW TRIGGER | 


cour-rattnsoy- nevouy 
Caio: 0.36 inches is 





conta 9] Gann 2s 


TW SUCCESS OF Hs PRST REVOLVER LED COLT 10. ND MANUFACTURE PISTOLS OF MORE ADVANCED 
[DESION AND WEAVER CALIRES (4 OFAN HC AL THESE PISTOLS COULD FRE SX OTS WITHOUT 


‘Wer WERE UsEDEXTENSELYW THE US CML WAR =) AO ALSO I THE BATTLES ADANST TH 
EDINGIANS AL OF COLTS REVOLVERS WERE SNGLEACTION OLS MECH MEANT AT EACH TIME THE MAKER 
HAD 108 COOKED PULLED BACK) BEFORE THE STO COULOE FRED. 


Cunuaxens EUROPE Too wens WoT LE. 
‘wey Too PROOUCED PsTOLS OF VERY GOOD DESIGN. 
CQUNAUAKERS NBT, SUCH AS ADAMS AND VLAN 
"RATER, PRODUCED GUNS THAT WERE TECHNICALLY 
‘SUPERIOR TO THOSE OF COLTS THEY ALSO 
"RED ANEAVER BULLET (50 CHES) 
"WHOA CORSEOUETLY HAD 


Sr base Ore 


eiD TOU 
'WABSUFFINT TOFIRETHEMSTOL. 


‘AL THESE REVOLVERS WERE CLASSFED 
ASCAMANO BALL, REVOLVERS, WH EANT 


ms 
PSE GAREEE woes 
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‘ono cav.aNOBAL PISTOLS WAS VERY CUMBERSOME ANDTHE 
‘CONSUNG HONEVER NTE If, THEUNTARY CARTRIDGE WAS 
IWVENTEDnfERE TH LLETCUWONDER AND PERCUSSION AP WERE 

im [> _BicAsoraas cartunis CASE. es ERTIONREVOLUTIONTED 
THE TO MDUSTRY AN A WHOLENEW RANGE OF PTOLS AD 
REVOLVERS CAME WTO EKTENCE. 











ASUSUAL THE COLT Company WAS AT THE FORERONT. 
‘We REVOLVERS TROOUCED MO THE WARKET 872 - 

\WERE CALLED PEACEMANERS* AND WERE OF 048 

CAUGRE NOWEVER, HEY WARE STL SNGLEACTION STOLE 

Vive EnTAlLeD ie COCANG OF THE HANMER Er ORE to, 
IEANWMLE THER OUNMARERS VTHEUSKVERE ALSO COLT “PEACEMAKER® 
FPUTINGUP WER PISTOLSFOR SALE COMPANES SUCH AS aby gtouier 
REMINGTON AND BIT AN WESBON. ALSO MANUFACTURED 

‘kr 0000 ists XO THEY TOO WERE QUITE POPULAR WT 1 UN 

{OWN PUBLIC. MANUFACTURERS EUROPE TOO WERE NOT LAGGING 

[END THEY TOO PRODUCED A WDE VARETY OF PITOLS IM VARYING 

enuoRes. 


soutn ano wesso 
Esti 


GASSER nevouve 
Galan" 038 a 
oan owe 


chameLor-netvion 
ale he 
hay Farce 


‘ed caro msro.s mE EAstYoLoAD. seu * 
loa Hose woe br cot hw teunorOviad Te neeo rao 
‘orang we soc sn. wnaenveens tie sh 
‘owessovnus onus wenteolGeR a0 Aces BAe 
‘nede cou be Lowes, henen ipes¥a Ne ope eNE ON 
FENDER Ga WEN CERO EEE PRED MEAN DAES 
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HOWEVER EFICIENT THE CARTCOGEREVOLERS WAY WAVE BEEN, SOLDIERS AND PROFESIONAL GUNMEN WERE 
NOT SATIFED THERE WAS ANEEO FORA FASTER SHOOTING PISTOL THAT COULD ALSO WOLD MORE CARTRIDGES $0 
BY THE END OF TE 19) CENTURY ANEW TYPE OF HANDGUN MADETTSABPEARANCE THE SELFLOADING TOL 
ERE, GERMAH DESIGNERS, SUCH AS MAUSER, BERGMANN AND LUGER WERE A THE FOREFRONT, GEORGE LUGENS 
Di LIMETRE) PISTOL WAS OF A CLASSIC DESGN AND IT COULD WOLD 8 CARTRIDGES W THE BUTT. WHEN ONE 
‘CARTRIDGE WAS FRED T WAS EXETED ANO ANEW ONE WAS PUBKED NTO THE BREECH BY A SPRING INTHE BUT, 
‘SOME DESIONERSUKEO TO NOUSE THE CARTRIDGES INTHE BUTT OFTHE PTOL VLE OTHERS PREFERRED TO HAVE 
THEM INA MAGAZINE THE PRONT FG, LOADING SUCH PSTOLS WAS EXTREMELY EASY AS THE CARTRIOGES, 
WERE AVALABLE WM PRELOADED CUPS WICH ONL HAD TOBE NSERTED NTO THE MAGAZINE. 





‘8 THE TIME THE ECONO WORLD WAR BROKE OUT, SLE LOADING 
PSTOLS HAD LARGELY REFLACED REVOLVERS IM MOST ARES. ALSO 
ORE POWERFUL EXPLOBVES KAD REPLACED THE OLD GUNPOWDER 
INTHE cARTAOGES aNo CONSEQUENTLY PSTOLS COULD sNOOT FURTHER 
‘AO WITH GREATER TING POWER. TH RUSSUN TORAREV'T3 
(F295 ONE SUCH EXAMPLE. MORE THAN TWO WLLON 7.3 TOKAREVS 
WERE MADE W THE USER DUANG THE BECONO WORLD WAR 


TODAY MRE REFWEMENTS HAVE BEEN ADDED TO BTOLS AND MANY MODELS CAM HOLD AS MANY A820 
CCARTROGES IN A DOUBLE ROW I THEIR MAGAZINES. BUT WHETHER THEY WERE USED BY SOLDER, GUNMEN OR 
/ASCASS,HAND-GUNS HAVE PLAYED AN PORTANT ROEIN SHAPING THE HTORY OF MANKIO, 





“The EAN PREDEEN ARNO INO NOW WATATHA GHG 
‘vols WOWOUALS WO WERE SOT ANOKLLED BY SASS LOMO STOLE OY HOOF HE MANY 
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"Tocay, there are many astrologers 
all over the world, who foretell the fu- 
ture very accurately and also talk about 
the past! 

In my opinion, ifa man admires him- 
self as the most intelligent and powerful 
being, he should not accept these state- stead, he should have faith in himself and 
‘ments that are made by astrologers, In- in his efforts and must be prepared to 
‘mentally and physically 

fight all the obstacles 
that come his way. 

If something bad 
is predicted for you, 
you will start worry- 
ing; if something 
ood is going to hap- 
pen, it can come as a 
pleasant surprise, So, 
why astrology? 

= Ankita D. Patil, 

Std XI, Model 

College, Dombivili 

























Prastics - these 
polymers have revolu- 
tionized the entire 
world, Itwas a wonder- 
ful discovery that did 
cchange the whole sce- 

nario. 


‘Today, we can- 
not imagine a 
world without 


—— aan, 


plastics. Every field starting from medi 
cine to toys, from defence to clothing, 
utilises plastic, 

Plastic can be easily moulded into 
different shapes, This has helped in the 
invention of many things - light yet 
strong toys for children, several house 
hold and kitchen ware et, 

‘The syringes that are used for admin- 


istering injections, and many important 


life-saving gadgets 
used in hospitals are 

made of plastic 
In the world of 
plastic 


plastic jewellery are 
fast taking ground, 
Even modern 
fighter planes and 
helicopters are now 
being made using 
strong plastic, 
It seems like we 
have reached a 
stage where nearly 
60% of things we 
use are made of 
plastic, Hence, 
‘hile we talk on the one hand of plat 
as being dangerous and harmful, on the 


other hand, we have got so used to plas- 

tic in our day to day life that we actually 
consider plastic to be a blessing, 

= Siddharth Sahoo, Std XI, 

Nosegay Publie School, 

SGNR, Rajasthan 


Strikes! Strikes! Strikest 


Tris is what we hear everywhere 
(hese strikes not only cause a lot of 





convenience to the common man, but 
also ultimately, result in great financial 
losses. A developing country like ours 
ccannot afford such losses. 
Strikes are not the only way by which 
\we can express our protest. In countries 
like Japan, workers oF employees wear 
‘black arm-band and continue to work, 
‘The black colour symbolises ther griev- 
ance and their protest. ‘This neither af- 
fects public life nor does it result in any 
kind of loss, Work goes on while the pur- 





pose of the strike is also got across, 


Tour courny it is al very dite. 
ent, A few months back my grandmother 
came to visit us. But, due to some strike, 
the train by which she was travelling was 
stopped in the middle of nowhere, The 
passengers were put to great difficulty = 
air conditioned coaches had no A.C., 
there was no water in the toilets, it was 
extremely hot and stuffy, nothing was 
available to at... The train was delayed 
for nearly nine hours! Many passengers 
hhad to miss connecting trains. The delay 
also caused 









the passen- 

‘gers because, nobody could state the 

cause for delay ot the time of arrival. Is 
this fair? 

- §. Srividya, Std IX, 

South Point HS, Kolkata 
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mas tree on it 
A cardboard frame, a 3. Spread fevicol (us- 

sheet of white paper, cotton wool, ing a brush) on the outline and 

glitter, glazed paper, coloured wool line it with green yarn, Let it dry. 

or yarn, fevicol, brush, water Line the trunk with brown yarn and 






colours, cellophane paper. allow it to dry. 
4. Spread fevicol on the inside 
Method: of the tree and stick the cotton wool 


1. Take the cardboard frame and on it. After it dries, paint the cot 
cover it with the sheet of white pa- ton wool green and the trunk 
per, The frame may be horizontal brown, 

or vertical and of any size. 5. You can then put glitter on the 

2, Draw an outline of a Christ- cotton wool or decorate it witk 
other colours or paste tiny 
cutouts of stars, gifts etc. 

6. Take the strip of glazed 
paper (any colour) and stick 
it on the four sides of the 
frame to make a border, Now 
cut tiny stars out of yellow 
glazed paper and paste along 
the border, Do not forget to 
stick one on the top of the 
tree, 

7. The wall hanging is 
ready. You can cover it 
with cellophane paper and 
fix a strong thread on its 
back. 


+ Ms. Sneh Pradhan, 
VIII Std, 
M.H.MLS (South End), 


Kolkata - 40. 
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‘ong ago in Greece there was 
Orpheus. He lived in the 
beautiful valley of Thessaly. Every 
evening he played on his golden 
harp and sang beautiful songs 
When he sang, every thing in 
nature listened to him. The trees 
bent their branches to listen to his 
songs. Rivers and streams flowed 
slowly. Animals and birds came 
and stood around him. All through 
winter and all through summer, 
Orpheus sang his songs. 
His wife Eurydice sat by his side 








and listened as he sang. She was a 
beautiful woman and Orpheus loved 
her very much, She had golden hair 
and her eyes were blue as the sky and 
deep as the ocean, She wore beautiful 
dresses embroidered with golden 
thread. People said that they were the 
happiest couple in the world. But 
soon their happiness came to an end, 


ne morning a snake bit 
Eurydice while she was 
picking flowers in her 
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garden, She knew that she would 
die very soon and so, she told 
people around her, “Tell Orpheus 
that I am going to the land of death 
T cannot say how sorry 1 am to 
leave him, I will not hear his songs 
any more, Tell him that I loved him 
as no wife has ever loved her 
husband”, With these words she 
died. 

Orpheus, heart broken, neither 
ate nor slept for days. He lay in bed 
and wept. His golden harp lay 
beside him. 





































ofeach Oh 


cand ca 


pies, atorch 
ried by 


ne fine day Orpheus de- 
cided to go the land of 
death, He hoped to meet 
Eurydice there, He took his 
golden harp and started on his jour- 
ney to the land of death, He tray- 
elled several days through dark al- 
Jeys and narrow passages. At last 
he came to a high and dark gate- 
way, where a big black dog with 
three heads and fierce eyes stood 
guard, Its eyes burned like fire, On 
seeing Orpheus, the dog raised its 
hhead and got ready to fly at him, Or- 
pheus took his gold- 
B) 1 harp and played 
Y) on its strings. The 
dog hesitated and 
wagged its tail. It 
became friendly 
and Orpheus en- 
tered the kingdom 
of Pluto. 
As he reached 
the gate of the 
palace of Pluto, the 
guards stopped him, 
Once again Orpheus 
played on his golden 
harp. The music was 
so sweet that the 
guards stood still 
and the gate was 
‘opened. 
When Pluto saw 
Orpheus, he was 
furious, “How dare 
you come here?” 
he shouted. 
“Don't you know 


that nobody enters this 
place until after he is 
dead?”. 

Orpheus did not say 
anything. He took his harp 
in his hands and sang more 
sweetly and gently than 
ever, 

Slowly the anger 
disappeared from the face 
of Pluto, He smiled “You 
have made me happy with 
your music. Why did you 
come here?” 

Orpheus said 
everything; every bit of his 
heart melting story. At last 
he pleaded to Pluto, “O 
king! Give Eurydice back 
to me. Allow her to go 
and live with me on the 
earth." 

The king granted his wish, But 
there was one condition, “When 
you go back to the earth, Eurydice 
will follow you, Don’t look 
back till you have reached the 
earth. If you do, I will bring her 
back here.” 


rpheus thanked Pluto very 
sincerely and started to go 
back to the earth, He was 


very eager to look back but 
knew that he would lose Eurydice if 
he did. He passed through the gateway. 
He walked on until he came near the 
cearth. The sky became brighter, He saw 
everything clearly before him. He 
became impatient and eager to see 





Eurydice. He could not control 
desire, As he entered the earth, } 

looked back to see Eurydice. Bt 
unfortunately Eurydice had not reached 
the earth, He saw a faint figure, It 
became pale and dissolved in the air, 
As she disappeared she said aloud, 





“Alas! Orpheus, you have broken your 
promise, I must go back now... 
Goodbye.” 

Orpheus was very sad, He sat 
down and wept like a child, He sat 
there several days without food and 
sleep. His body became pale and 
weak. At last he laid his head upon 
the earth and fell asleep. He never 
woke up from the sleep. 

+ C, Purushothama Das, 
‘Trivandrum, 
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‘One fine morning, Belng unable to 
tolerate this: 



































The horn bill soared 
high into the sky before 
the swiftly landed... 
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Today, the age of plastics 
‘and syntheties has caught on 
in a big way. Under these circum- 
stances there has been no escape for 
Christmas trees too! But - 
What kind of tree is our ‘real’ 
Christmas tree? 


The Christmas tree is an evergreen 
tree, Evergreen trees, as the name sug 
‘gests, are never seen bare. This how- 
ever does not mean that they don't shed 
their leaves. The old leaves are shed 
after the fresh, new green leaves are 
formed and hence the ‘shed’ing goes 
unnoticed. 

‘There are many kinds of evergreen 
trees that are used as Christmas trees, 
although legends point out tothe pine 
being bestowed with the honour of be- 
ing decorated as the Christmas 
tree, 

‘The kinds of evergreen trees 
that are usually used as Christ- 
‘mas trees bear cones and have 
slender, needle - like leaves 
that are differently shaped 
in different trees. 

‘The trees most often 
used as Christmas 
trees are the spruce, 
balsam fir and 
Douglas fir. Some- 
times, pine, cedar 
or hemlock are 


fascinating flora 


QUA CHRISTMAS TREE. <= 
ey) 




















also used. 
The spruce is 
probably the love- 


liest of Christmas + Malsam Fir 
trees. But people 
rarely choose it 
because it has 4 
extremely sharp 4 
SNe 
Mort 


needles that grow 
thickly in all direc 
tions, like the quills 
of porcupine, Such 

tree is never going 4 


to be easy to deco- 
rate! 
Its a pity that 
people don't prefer” 
the pine either, This 


is because they do 
not like tocome into 
contact with the 
thick, sticky, smelly 








Cedar 


‘The balsam fir is preferred. 
It is popular because it poses 
% neither of the two problems 


other evergreens once 
itis cut down! 
-'Bud’ 
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Chapter Ill 
Tennis Lessons 





The tennis master was a 
roly-poly middle-aged man, 
but cheerful and full of 
witticisms. “Hi, young man!" he 
greeted Eashwar jovially, “Ready 
to take on Leander Paes?” 
Eashwar could only nod back shyly. 
The tennis court was part of the 
neighbourhood playground and 
there was even a club house 
‘nearby. Three boys were being 
lobbed tennis balls by a “ball- 
boy’, and were hitting them 
over the net by turns. 

Amma talked to the instructor 
about fees and all other details and 
then turned to Eashwar. “Shall we 
go?" she asked. 

“When do classes begin?” 
Eashwar asked as they walked 
home. “Day after tomorrow.” said 
Amma and continued, “Looks like | 
have to buy you whites and a kit. 
Master says there's a sports shop 
nearby, so shall we go and buy all 
that you want?" Eashwar nodded 
agreement. 

The tennis purchases done, 
Eashwar and Amma walked back 
home. Just as they turned the 
corner of their road, Amma 
exclaimed in an exasperated voice, 
“need potatoes and onions for the 
Ear 
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evening dinner. Why don't 
you go home Eashwar, I'll go. 

to the vegetable shop and get 
them!” 

His arms laden with plastic 
covers that contained his whites, 
shoes and tennis racket, Eashwar 
made his way home. Just as he 
was about to open the gate, who 
should come down the road, but 
Krishnan, the school bully! 

“Hal” said the ego centered boy, 
“Is this where you live?” 

Eashwar could only nod, he was 








\ ightened now, and his heart was greeted them, with a wide happy 
thumping very fast. smile, “And who is this with you? A 
“Aren't you going to friend?” 

invite me in then?” Eashwar nodded, while 
FA, asked Krishnan, Krishnan said in his loud voice, *! 
ae] am a friend, ha, hal | have to bel” 
sn Wes & Then he added with a 
wif snigger, “Afriend of the litle 

f master!" 
The maali took a couple 
J of the plastic covers 
7 containing the 
} a shopping 


ete fom 
SS Eashwar 


and closed the gate. He 
turned and peered at 
Eashwar's face. The 
boy looked frightened! 
This was no friend! Having 
come to that conclusion, the 
maali lead the two boys to the 
portico of the house, where they 
placed all the tennis items on a 
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chair. “Where is your amma, 
The Maali Eashwar?" the maali asked. 

“She'll return in a few minutes, 
Ezashwar had no choice but to maali,” said Eashwar, “She's just 

say, “Yes, please come in.” As the gone to buy vegetables.” 

gate clanged open, the maalicame “Oh” said the mal. 

Tuning from the garden. “Oh!” said Krishnan, almost like 
“The little master is back!” he an echo. Then he said, “Show me 
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+ 


Baby Bear : Oh! Who has eaten my 
porridge? 
Papa Bear : And who has eaten 
mine? 
‘Mama Bear : But {have not made 
ityet! . 
~ K. Janaranjant, Std. Vil, 
G.Rw. School, Chennai. 


your garden.” 

“The little master looks tired,” 
said the maali, “Shall | show him 
the garden.” 

Before Eashwar could reply, the 
maali gripped Krishnan by the 
shoulder and firmly lead him down 
the steps, into the garden, 

*Sitthere and don't tire yourself,” 
the maali turned back and told 
Eashwar. Then he did something 
funny ~ he winked! 





What Did The Wink Mean? 


What did the wink mean? 
Eashwar was by now too tired to 
even think. He put his head in his 
hands and wished that he could cry. 
“1 can't be such a sissy," he told 
himself. Eashwar allowed himself 
the luxury of a few sniffles and then 
wiped his nose with the back of his 


hand. 

Then he sat up with a start. 
There was a shout from the back 
of the garden. Before he could 
wonder about it, the shout was 
followed by a shriek, 

Eashwar leapt off the chair and 
bounded down the portico steps. 
Where had the sounds come from? 
There were more shouts now, and 
they were certainly not shouts of 
joy. They sounded like Krishnan, 
and a very frightened Krishnan at 
that, As Eashwar lightly ran down 
the garden path to the left, a 
strange figure came streaking 
down towards him from the end of 
the garden. The creature kept 
shouting and screaming by tums. 
“Amma, let me out of here! 
Eeeeeek! | am going, 

{twas Krishnan! 


The Bully Bullied! 





Botore Eashwar could react, 
Krishnan fled past him, without 
stopping, knocking down a flower 
pot. itwas doubttul whether he had 
‘even seen Eashwar. His mouth 
was wide open and his eyes looked 
like he had seen some really 
frightful creature. “Aaaaaa...." he 
ran past without stopping. 

*Krishnan...?” Eashwar called. 

“Shhh little master, don't call 
him back.” 

Eashwar turned to see the maali 
walking down from where Krishnan 
had come. The mali had a wide 
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grin and @ naughty grin at that. 
Eashwar relaxed. Something had 
happened! 

“igave him such a fright, one that 
he will not forget," said the maali, 
“He'll not trouble you again.” 

Eashwar looked at him in 
surprise. "How did you know that?” 
he asked. 

"|just knew," the mali grinned, 
“Now Amma is here, and you carry 
on... Don't tell anyone about this.” 

“Mali,” said Eashwar, "What did 
you do?” 

The maali just winked, 


Amma Returns 


“Eashwar, Eashwarl” it was 
Amma calling! 

Eashwar ran to the front, 
the maali following behind. 


E% 
ec 


‘Amma looked puzzled and a little 
angry. "Who was that boy who ran 
past me screaming like that?” she 
demanded, “He looked absolutely 
frightful.” 

“He's the schoo! bully amma,” 
said Eashwar and then bit his lip. 
He wished he hadn't revealed that. 

“What?” asked Amma and she 
looked closely at Eashwar. She 
turned to the maali, “Please close 
the gate,” she told him, “And would 
you help us take all these packages 
in?” 

“il carry some Amma,” said 
Eashwar, “No, you unlock the front 
door, Eashwar,” said Amma, ‘Look 
for the keys in my purse.” 

‘As Eashwar unlocked the front 
door, Amma said quietly behind 

him, °So that’s why you were so 

unhappy at school. That also 
explains the broken pencils. 
Why didn't you tell me 
Eashwar?” 














































































“Just like th 
mumbled, 

“Just like that? How could you 
say that Eashwar?” Amma was 
really upset now, "I could have told 
your class teacher and...” 

“That's what | was afraid of..." 
Eashwar replied. 

‘Amma turned and said in an 
exasperated voice, “You mustn't be 
afraid Eashwar. It's only when you 
are scared that bullies bully you, 
don't you see?” 


" Eashwar 





Visiting the mali... 


Much tater, when the sun had 
set, Eashwar took a break from 


homework to walk down to the 
back of the garden to the maali's 
cottage. A warm light could be 
seen from the window. The 
maali must be making his 
dinner, Eashwar thought. As 
he walked down, he suddenly 
stumbled and 


nearly fell. 
Before he 
could find his 
balance, the 


cottage door swung 

open, “Who's that?" the 

maali’s voice demanded. 

His dark form looked 

menacing, with the light 

| streaming from the cottage 
door behind him. 

“it's me," said Eashwar,“l came 
to see you.” 

There was a silence, 

“The young master must stay 
there for a minute,” said the maali, 
and he disappeared into the 
cottage, shutting the door behind 
him, 

It seemed like ages to Eashwar, 
who stood where he was. 

But alter a minute, the cottage 
door opened and the maali called 
him inside in a gentle voice, 

Eashwar walked forward and 
went in. The door shut with a gentle 
thud. 


Next issue. 


He has a name, but it is not 
a name! 
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“Sir! Are there any 
thieves in this street?” 
“Sony Sir. | only steal 
in the next street!" 
- S. Dharshana, 
Std. VI, Anna Adarsh, I] om ll 
Chennai 

















Knock, Knock, Knock! 
“Who's ther 
“Opportunit 


Teacher : What would happen, 
if we witnessed a third world war? 











peathee Student : There would be a 

“Opportunity knocks only once! new lesson in History! 
+ N.Sudarshan, Std.X, ME + K. Janaranjani, Std. Vill, 
High School, Bangalore, G,.R.J. School, Chennai. 





HE WAS GONE! 


‘Ramesh : A thief just ran off with my bag in 
spite ofthe fact that lam a champion in athletics. 
‘Murthy : Why couldn't you catch him? 
Ramesh : | tried my best. | even took the 
lead! But when | looked back, he was gone! 
= Rajendra Prasad, Std. Vil, 
Sainik School, Delhi. 












HOW DO | HANDLE 
A COPY CAT? 


Dear Grandma, 

Tcannot pronounce words correctly. 
My classmates tease me and it hurts my 
feelings. What am I to do? 

Ritika Singh, Mumbai, 

Dear Ritika, 

Teasing is wrong. Your class mates help you to pronounce words properly. 
should correct you and That apart, wo learn to 
pronounce properly, 
‘you will have to lis- 
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PEAY ten 10 good spoken 
i ie ree 
nocd ip gikoverhisiace "HY 2.2.C Channel for 
‘When a man grows Hooks like: half an hour every 





i fo tll what he really 2 He'd rather 


day and listen atten- 
that’s wity he does 


tively. Your pronun- 
ciation will dey 
nitely improve. If 
you come across a 
new word, look it up 
in the dictionary, It 
gives you not only the 
‘meaning but also guides 
you in pronunciation, 
Ofcourse you can al: 
ways ask your english 
teacher to help you. 
tok 

A classmate sit 
ting next to me cop- 
ies from my answer 
Papers without 
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my permission. But I don’t copy from 
her. The final result i that she gets very 
‘200d marks but I don’t. This makes me 
miserable, What is your advice? 

Charu Priya, 





Dear Charu, 
You need not feel miserable at all. 
On the other hand you can feel happy 
and proud that you have not yielded to 
the temptation of copying from your 
classmate, though she copies from you 
without your permission. Even though 
you may have lost some marks, you 
have gained in character. As for your 
classmate, you should warn her and 
tell her that if she repeats the bad act, 
‘you will be forced to take up the mat- 
ter with the class teacher or supervi- 
sor: Even after this warning if she con- 
tinwes to indulge in copying, don thesi- 
tate to complain. 
the 
Maths is my toughest subject. How 
am Lto study it? Please give some hints. 
~ B. Abhir, Mysore. 


The important 
thing about maths isto 

understand the steps and the logic be- 
hind each step. You will then begin to 
enjoy maths instead of feeling that itis 
a burden. Secondly, you will have to 
work on the sums by writing the steps 
and reaching the answer. Different 
swms on the same model have 10 be 
solved again and again on a slate or 
roughnote book. Practice makes it per- 
fect. The best way to score high marks 
in maths is 10 work on question papers 
of previous years or model exam ques- 
tion papers, You can't do all this when 
the finals are around the corner. Start 





attacking maths right at the beginning 

of the academic year, to avoid being 
nervous as exam approaches. 

Love, 

Grandma 
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CHRISTMAS 








Figure out the 





clues given and 
cross them in the 





8 

words from the | 0} H | U 
A 
c 


grid. Then write 
down the letters left 

















uncrossed in the | q | y | s 
grid and get a 
message. Ri Ala 
Clues : 
1, Person who | 9 | A | 
fills children's 
stockings with | ‘| M | 
presents (5) 
2. People have Ale 


elo 








this feeling during | 1 
Christmas season 
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@) 

3, The wise men from the East (4) 

4. This showed the way to the birth 
place of the god child (4) 

5. The god child was named so (5) 

6. They went to worship child Jesus 
@) 

7..A Christmas hymn (5) 

8. Away ina (@ famous 
carol) (6) 

9. Messengers of God (6) 

10. Mother of Jesus Christ (4) 





11. Father of Jesus Christ (6) 
=D, Jerusha, Std, IX, Vani 
Vidyalaya, Mumbai, 


CHRISTMAS RIDDLES 
1. What did Adam say to Eve when 
it was 25th December? 
2. Who is Santa's most misbehaved 
reindeer? 
3. Why did Santa become poor? 
~Sneh Pradhan, Std. VIII, 
M.HM.S., Kolkata, 
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7. The king who ordered 
tokill Jesus, when the baby 
was just two (5) 

9. The gift presented by the 
third wise-man (5) 





















Down: 








1. Jesus was born in 












































































































































2. Attheti 
4 ® Jesus Christ, the star 
appeared in the direction of 
(4) 
CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD 5. Jesus was the descendant 
Clues of, (5) 
Across + 6. Jesus was the 
1, The name of the first wise- king of 4) 
man (9) 8. Mary lid Jesus in 
3, The Angel who gave the name a CO} 
‘Jesus’ even before the baby was + R.NM. Hanitha 
conceived in his mother's womb (7) Dear Hanitha, 
4, Joseph and Mary took Jesus to Please send us your residential 
topresenthimtothe address immediately, 
Lord (9) Editor 
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H.No,74, Hubli - 580024, Karnataka aera e 
Hobbies: Listeningtomusic,reading ABA) ng 
story books, watching T.V., making 55 s'Greeng noon, 
friends and painting, Tae Cine 
Name : Abhisek Ku. Gupta Waltair, Visakha- 
Age: 15 nam - $30 017 
‘Address: Samleswati, Canal Colony "Hobbies: Playing 
Chowk, Bargarah - 768028, cricket, el 


Hobbies : Collecting coins, music, carrom, reading 
drawing, painting and reading Gokulam. 





story books, 
watching T.V., 
making fiends, 


Name: 
R.BharathBhushan 
Age: 13 
Address : D.No. 
6-5-521, Andhra 
Bank Colony, An- 
antapur - 515 004, 
Hobbies : Playing 
cricket and computer 
games, reading G.K, 
books and Gokulam, 
collecting coins and 
watching TV. 









Name: 
K, Dharmesh 
Age: 13 
Address 
No.26/A 


INTRODUCE OURSELVES, 


Sandapet, Arcot - 632 503, North Arcot 
Di, Tamil nad, 

Hobbies: Collecting stamps, listening 
to music, dancing, reading Gokulam, 
watching T.V. and gardening. 


Name: G. Arundathi 

Age: 15 

Address : C/o M. Ganapathy, 
Accountant, Head Post Office, Port Blair, 
‘Andamans, 

Hobbies : Writing letters, reading 
books, writing poems, gardening, playing 
and making friends, 

Name : V.Kavitha Mudaliar 

Age: 17 

Address :F-1, Gayathri Bldg, Barlota 
Nagar, Mamureli, Dehu Road, Pune = 412 
101 

















Hobbies : Singing songs, dancing 
listening to old and new songs, reading 
jokulam, making friends, painting, 
playing basketball and driving, 

Name : K, Neha 

Age: 13 

Address: 477/19, "Vishista’, Krishna 
Temple Road, —Dodbomsandra, 


Vidyaranyapura Post, Bangalore ~ 560 
097, 
Hobbies : Making penpals, reading 





Gokulam, watching T.V, and 
drawing 
Name : V.C. Shiva Chaitanya 
Age : 12 


Address ; II Sector, A Type, Quarter 
No.124, Kudremukh - 577 142, 
Hobbies : Playing cricket, playing 


shuttle, writing letters, reading Gokulam 


and other books and working on the 
computer. 

Name : Reshma Nair 

Age: 13 

Address : 110, Brahma Samaj Road, 
Behala, Calcutta - 700 034, 

Hobbies : Watching T.V,, making new 
friends, reading books, listening to music 
and chatting with friends, 





Name : V. Aravind 

Age : 12 

Address : 2/229, Lakshmi Nagar, 1 

et, Vandalur, Chennai - 600 048, 
Hobbies : Reading books, watching 

TLV., playing games like cricket, chess, 

hockey and football 


Name : Janavi Sridhar 








Age: 14 
Address : 2A/3, Devadoss Street, 
Annanagar, Pammal, Chennai - 600 075. 






Hobbies : Reading books, watching 
T.V., writing poems, drawing and 
listening to music. 

Name : K.S. Sujay 

Age: 12 

Address : Il Sector, B-45, 56 Units, 
Kudremukh - 577 142, Chikmagalur, 
Karnataka 

Hobbies : Reading, cycling, watching 
TN. 


Name : K. Nafeezathul Neelufer 
Age: 1 
‘Address : 17th North Mada Church 
Street, Royapuram, Chennai - 600 013. 
Hobbies : Playing on the casio, 
dancing, skating & writing poems and 
stories, 








eslie stared out 
of her cracked 
window. The 
snow covered buildings looked magi- 
cal in twilight. People were scurrying 
about with shopping bags laden with 
gifts, clothes and toys. Anita came and 
stood next to her. 

Anita and Leslie were sisters, Leslie 
was fourteen while litle Anita was only 
ten, They had been abandoned by their 
parents when Leslie was five. They 
stayed in an orphanage now. 

‘The matron came into their room 
‘and dropped a plate, with two slices 
of bread, on the floor. 

Anita and Leslie stared at the 
food and looked at each other. 

The conditions here 








JU Sree Oe 
a ae 
werehorrible. The 
matron was selfish and 
Used the funds for herself 
Leslie and Anita stuffed the thin 
slices into their mouths, and pulled a 
shirt over themselves. They went to 
work every evening at a toy store. 


They hurried over to Stevenson's, 
the largest toy store in the 


neighbourhood. The place was 
crowded with children and 













{parents doing some last minute shop- 
ping. for Christmas, Leslie and Anita 
ot to work immediately. An hour or s0 
passed before Anita stopped suddenly. 

“What's wrong?*, questioned Leslie, 
surprised, Anita showed her the doll 
she was holding, It was beautiful 

“| want this one, please Leslie", 
Anita pleaded. 

“No Anita, putit back. You know we 
can't even dream of it’, said Leslie 
comfortingly. 

‘Meanwhile, an old lafly had been 
staring at ther Leste caged Ang 
into the bathroom, afraid that 
lady might complain to the manager. 





Attera while Anita calmed down and 
they resumed work. 


he clock struck nine, Leslie 
‘and Anita went to collect the 
day's wage, The 
manager of the 
toystore was an 
old man. He 
was fond of 













the girls and often gave them small trin- 
kets for the festival. 

“Here's the money, with a special 
bonus", he said grinning, as he saw 
them approaching. “And”, he contin- 
ued, "Ihave a special surprise for you", 
he said handing Anita the doll - that 
very same doll 

“But..”, Leslie stuttered, The doll 
was very expensive, and surely, the old 
‘man couldn't afford to give it away for 
free! 

“No, someone paid for it, he said, 
smiling at the surprised expression on 
her face, 
infact", he continued, his smile 
broadening, "think you'l have the best 
christmas ever.” 
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Leslie walked out of the shop in a 
daze. Only on reaching the orphange 
did she realize that she had forgotten 
to ask what the manager had meant. 

c “maybe she's angry with us 

for staying out for 50 long.” 

“Thereis someone here to see you", 
the matron as the children walked 
‘She was actually smiling! They 
walked into the living room together. 

The old lady they had met at the 
store was sitting on the wooden chai 
‘The matron explained that the lady had 

‘seen them at the store and had en- 
‘quired about them from the 
manager. She was the 
‘one who had paid for the 
dol, and now, she wanted 
to adopt them! 

Leslie gaped in 
shock. A warm smile 
creased her face as she 
walked across the room. 
The old lady extended 
her hand to the girls. 
Anita and Leslie clutched 
her hand tightly 

“Merry Christmas", 
she wished them, smiling. 
‘The girls wished her back, 
thelr faces reflecting their 
joy. They had received the 
best christmas present 
ever - a home and a fam- 


he Matron stood at the door 
step. “Oh” thought Leslie, 








= Jananee 
n, Std X, 
National Academy 
for Learning, 
Bangalore 


My nameis Enyo, lama boy of twelve 
and live on the rubber plantation situated 
around small vlage near Manaus, right 
in the mile of the Amazon basin, 

I don't go to school anymore. | 
managed the citicult walk over fv miles, 
across rivers and jungles fora few years. 
| could not take it beyond that. This 
happens to many other children too, 
Although Public Schools in Brazil are 
‘free’, these schools have few good 
teachers and are poorly maintained, 
tures from Susan this ON 
afternoon. | couldn't 
believe it when the postman actually called 
‘out my name, Rarely does anyone at the 
plantation receives mail, The postman 
‘comes by boat, It is not easy for him. 

J ran with the pictures in hand, 
Jumping, skipping and hopping with joy, 
towards my favourite tree - the tree that 
my father has left under my care. | sat 
under the tree and began to look at the 
photographs one by one, 

Jre-collected all that happened on the 
day of their arrival. | remembered the first 
few minutes - I'd stood behind the door, 
feeling extremely shy and had kept 
glancing at Susan. | had also noticed she 
had been looking at me. | hadn't dared to 
speak. 

‘Susan had come with her parents and 
was on a tour of Brazil, They flew down 
from Miami, When the formal 
introductions were over, she walked 

Dear Enyo, 

Here's a picture of you taken by me. 1 
remember how shy you were when you first 
saw me 


I received the pho- 
tographs and pic 










A TOUR 


countries and their children 


towards me holding her hand out, to 
shake hands with me. "My name is 
Susan.” She spoke softy. 

My hands were clenched behind my 
back. My head hung low. My eyes stared 
atthe floor. "Enyo" I said 

\ can’t tell how it all happened, but 
within the next few hours, Susan and | 
had become the best of friends. The two 
days she stayed with us, were the most 
enjoyable days of my life. 


“Nice 
‘meeting you Enyo.” she had 
stated on the day of their departure, “1 
leamt a lot from you. When | get back 
home, | shal write to you and send you 
‘some pictures of Brazil.” 

That's exactly what she did - lovely 
pictures, each one of therm with a little 
note. 

| really hope | meet Susan again 
sometime during my life. Maybe she'll 
visit me again... 









Riode Janeiro 
mmtrast? An ancient 18th 





Caught Ui 

Ido not know who this person is. took 
this picture when I stayed with you. The 
child seems to know that Lam taking the 










lic church stands be 







Although 
capital, it still 





Look at the tal, glittering buildings 
These two towers are connected. Th 








iswhere the congressmen have their office  Ihas 























Key Mineral 
Resouree 

Just north of Rio 
lies this vast tran 
epost nd upplyef 
rested inthe largest 
steel industry of South 
Ameria being tt wp 
in Bach 


child, He's all set to 
takepart in. the 
Brazilian carnival! 





Coffee plantations of Parana 
‘and Sao Paulo 
30% of the world coffee 
production is in Brazil and 
nearly 50% of Brazil's income 
is from coffee export 











Sad state of affairs 


Abou 81010 ilion Bractan children | 
make their living on the streets due to 
extent poverty A child working on he streets tect ears aft noe than hs paent 
working as labourers! Violence against street children is very common and every year 
countless street children are murdered! 

However there is something that these children look forward to every year - the 
send carnal 

Thousands of street children work round the year to make the word famous 
Brocton Carnivale grand, peat suecest and tha ifn. They learn to design and 
instruments and practice dancing and 
singing for the carnival, All this will 
tulanate in thelr taking part in 
Salvador’ Grand Carnival Parade 
also called the Steet Carnival Here, 
the diferent Sana schools compete 
tll each other in making her par 
mnare nemornbe than ay other 















‘The more fortunate. 
1 visited this school in Rio - a | 


government - run school WS, 





‘TheCraze 

even got 10 watch a football match in Rio. The 
crowd gathered was enormous, It was not even a first 
class match! As I walked out, 1 managed to buy this 
poster ofthe richest athlete, soccer star ‘Pele’, bought 
cone for you too! 








Grand, isn’tit? 
This is the 250 
year old church of 
Sao Francisco de 
Assis in Bahia. 


Where's your house? 

1 visited you right here, 
Can you recognise your 
house? 


‘Thank you for the 
wonderful two days. 
Hope you like the 
pictures, 

Love Susan, 

















he cassowary is = \N 
world's most dangerous bird. ts lonely 


forest dweller and is seldom seen. But, its fright- 
ful croaking and bellowing is often heard. Although 
this bird cannot fy, itruns with creat speed. The power- 
ful limbs enable the bird to gain a speed of about 50 km/hr. 
This large flightless bird which is found in New Guinea and 












dl Northem Australia, stands over six feet tall and weighs about 
i 180 pounds. Unlike many other birds, it is the male that . 
incubates the eggs, about six to eight at a time! The eggs are 
green and jongish in appearance. The young ones slay ina 
A leafy nest under parental care. 
4 The cassowary is known for its temper. It jumps into the air PE 





arent reason, it often attacks trunks of trees with furi- 
‘us kicks. A flightless fury indeed! 
~ Swarup Mohapatra, 

Std Vill, D.M. School, 
Bhubaneshwar 


e and gives a vicious kick when annoyed. Without any ap- 


For many centuries, the mas- 
tery of man over fire and flames has 
been an integral part of many reli 
gious rites, all over the world, Holy 
men from different parts of the 
‘world have the power to walk on red 
hot coals and stones, unflinching, 
unharmed and unatraid - battling 
the laymen completely! 

On the tiny Fijian island 
of Bega, fire walking is 
done by the priest and his 
disciples. A circular pit 15 
to 20 feet in diameter and 
4.40 5 feet in depth is dug. Stones 
and logs are piled and burnt. The 
heavy stones get heated and sink 
in the pile forming a hard and com- 
pact giant hot plate! The fire walk- 
ers led by the priest walk over and 
around the glowing stones and 
emerge unscathed. 

A similar ceremony takes place 
in Sri Lanka, ina small village, north 
‘of Colombo. Near a Hindu temple, 
the fire pit is prepared for the fire 
walkers, The air around the pit is 
80 hot that the men who tend the 
fire have to douse themselves in 
water. The walkers led by the priest 
ross the pit unhurriedly. Some of 
them carry their small children into 
the fire pit. All of them cross the pit 
without mishap and without being 
harmed in any way. 


Tn south india re walking is held 
annually as part of celebrations in 
village temples. This is more or less 
similar to the ceremony that takes 





FIRE WALKING 
[POWER OF HIRD OVER MATTER) 


place in Sri Lanka, Usually the fire 
pitis 15 to 20 feet long, 6 to 10 feet 
wide and 8 feet deep. The heat radi- 
ated by the pit makes it impossible 
{or the spectators to go closer than 
‘30 feet, But the devotees cross the 
fire pit unharmed and undaunted, 
In Balkans, a Greek sect called 
the Anastenaria, practices fire walk- 
ing on May 21st every year to 
honour the feast day of St. 
Constantine and St, Helena 


Doctors who have examined 
the feet of the fire walkers have 
found that their soles had neither 
got burnt nor lost their normal sen- 
sitivity in any way. Soience has no 
plausible explanation for this rare 
feat, Apparently the fire walkers are 
able to place themselves in a deep 
trance by which they feel neither 
pain nor fear. Its all a question of 
faith. 

- KR. Visalakshi, 
Coimbatore 
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AVOID 
SYNTHETIC 
COSMETICS 


‘@ Naimesha, Hyderabad-8 ! Our skin contains specialised cells 
? What is hyper pigmentation? called melanocytes in its outer layer, 
What are its causes and what is its known as epidermis. They produce a 
cure? brown pigment called melanin which 
gives colour to our 
skin, It also acts as a 
natural sun screening, 
‘agent protecting us 
from ultraviolet 
rays. When the body 
produces plenty of 
J these pigments, itis 
called hyper pig- 
ed mentation. The vari- 
inst dis ‘ous causes are i) Sun 

them in the J ed eth ith AFT nit) Dros such 
amputated Tin avguch as HookS. Sa8 ATT as antimalarials, 
base Ina ical inventions MYT ropes anicancer 
saved many liv ‘An important flammatory skin dis- 
discovery was. | esses, iv) Unwarranted 

by a {sof cosmetics, por 

made DY fet { {mes and oils, ) En- 

J Gorman PHYSIC Gocrine disorders like 
‘Wilhelm RontgeM } As <dison’s disease, vi) 

in the yeat | Liver disorders and 

4995. What | vii) Metals like ar- 

was Wt? senic, gold, silver 

and lead, Hyper 

pigmentation may 
































sease, SUFREONS 










becured by bleaching the 
skin, There are many 
bleaching creams 
available in 


the market. 
Consult a der-~ 
matologist to 
choose the best. Take plenty 

of antioxidants like selenium, vitamin- 
, vitamin-E and vitamin-B complex. 
Fruits and vegetables containing vita- 
min-C can control excess melanin pro- 
duction. In case of sunburns, sunscreen 
solutions can be used. Avoid synthetic 
cosmetics and always use naturally oc- 
curring cosmetics, which were used by 
our ancestors. 

@ Vanthana G. Kenny, Goa-2 

? What is the difference between 
chickenpox and smallpox? 

! Varicella zoster virus causes 
chickenpox whereas variola virus 
‘causes smallpox. The initial symptoms 
like fever, body pain, headache, cough 
and sore throat are usually mild in 
chickenpox but quite severe in 
smallpox. Rashes are profuse on the 
trunk of the body and sparse on the face 
and the legs in chickenpox but are 
profuse on the face and the legs and 
sparse on the trunk in smallpox. Rashes 
are seen in the armpit in chickenpox but 
they do not involve the armpit in 






smallpox, They are deep-seated in 
smallpox whereas they are superficial 
in chickenpox. In chickenpox, scabs 
begin to form 4 to 7 days after the rash 
‘appears but it will take 10 to 14 days in 
smallpox. We have eradicated smallpox 
all over the world but we still see 
chickenpox affecting humans 

@ Akshaya, Puliyur 

? My mother is suffering from 
‘mouth ulcer on the right side of the 
tongue for the past 2 1/2 years, She 
has taken all the medicines prescribed 
by the doctors but in vain, We are 
afraid whether it will lead to cancer. 
What should we do further doctor? 

! Any ulcer, which is non-healing for 
along time increases the risk of cancer. 
Your mother needs some important 
investigations like biopsy and CT scan 
evaluation to rule out cancer, 
Consultation with an oncologist will 
help your mother to diagnose and get 
proper treatment, 
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John raced to Danny's house. But - 








won't tall him. 
John Santa never He will be 
gave me any gift. Did disappointed. 


he give you any? 
SELVES \s 














Early next morning at Danny's 
house = 














‘Christmas is all about giving and 
sharing after alll Merry Christmas 





and a Happy NewYear! 








‘was known as ‘Raja rishi’ because probably contains some property left to 
he was not only a king who ruled you by your ancestors, I cannot take it” 
his country wisely, but also a ‘sage- stated the king. 
like’ person with immense knowledge They argued for a while, Since thi 
of veda sastras and upanishads. He al- holy hour for the ritual was fast ap- 
ways practiced what he learnt. proaching, at the advice of his guru, the 


MYTHOLOGY‘ 


Janaka once B ‘ i FU L 
wanted to perform a 

*yaga’ as advised by his | 

guru. A piece of land on 

the outskirts of the capital city was se- 


lected, The owner of the land parted with king accepted the box reluctantly and 
it willingly. But the king forced him to opened it with great eagerness. 
accept a few gold coins for the land. 


\= was the king of Mithila. He “No! That would not be fair. This box 








According to tradition, the king had hat the king saw in the box 
to plough the ‘yaga bhoom” or the land startled him, For, lying in it 
‘where the ritual was to be performed. ona bed of silk was a beauti- 
Janaka too did so. While ploughing the ful baby girl, smiling like a 





nd, the tipof the yoke hitaguinstsome- golden lower! The king was extremely 
thing hard, The place was soon dug and happy at the “God set" gift and de. 





a beautiful wooden box unearthed. cided to bring up the child as the prin- 

Everyone around spoke in excite- cess. Since the little 
‘ment, “What could be in it?” "Maybe girl was the daughter of 
gold or silver” they whispered to each Janaka, she was named 


other, 

‘The king thought for afew seconds. He 
then took the box and gave it 
to the owner of the land, 

“You have sold only your a 
land. So anything else that is 
found here belongs to you" 
said the king, 

“Oh! My lord! When I 
gave you the land it also in- 
cluded everything in it. So, 
please keep the box” pleaded 
the land owner, 






Janaki, Being the princess of Mithila, she 
‘was also called Mythili. We all know her 
by her more familiar name - Sita - the 
wife of Lord Rama, 


hat happened to the gentleman 
who sold the land to Janaka? 
He felt very sad. “Had I taken 








the box when it was offered to me, how 
happy I would have been? I missed the 
‘opportunity of bringing up the child” 
he thought to himself and he suffered 
several sleepless nights, 

‘One night, in his dreams, a beautiful 
young girl appeared and said, “Do not 
worry. You shall have me as your daugh- 
ter in your next birth.” 





n his next birth, the land owner was 
bborn as a great devotee of Lord 
Vishnu. He was known as “Vishnu 
Sith 

Vishnu Sithar had a very beautiful 
garden with plenty of flowering plants. 

He strung big, beautiful garlands for 

*Vadabadhra Sai’ -the deity of the nearby 

temple. He sang songs in praise of Lord 

Vishnu, These songs have become im- 

mortal today in Vaishnavite literature, 

Although very contented with his life, 

Vishnu Sithar had one major grief. He 

had no children. 

One fine morning, while plucking 
flowers for the morning prayer, Vishnu 





Sithar heard the feeble ery of an in- 
fant, He ran to the spot from where 
the ery came. Vishu Sithar stopped 
and stared at the most wonderful 
sight, Under the Thulasi (basil) 
plants, there lay a beautiful baby 
irl. His joy knew no bound. He 
called his wife and gave her the 
beautiful baby. The overjoyed couple 
thanked the Lord for the wonderful 
gift from heaven. 

Vishnu Sithar thought the gir! would 
rule the people around her with love and 
affection. So he named her ‘Andal’. She 








was also called “Kothai’. 




























ndal grew up to be a beautiful dam- 

sel, Being an ardent devotee and 

admirer of Lord Vishnu, she re- 

cited several verses of poetry in his 

praise and often sang them. She wanted 

tomarry ‘Lord Ranganatha’ and so she 

prayed to him day after day, that he mar= 
ried her. 

Years passed. One auspicious 
night, Lord Ranganatha himself ap- 
peared in Vishnu Sithar’s dream and 
asked him to bring Andal to the 
temple of Srirangam where he would 
marry her. 

When they reached 
Srirangam and went 
inside the temple, 
‘Andal walked into 
the Sanctum 
Sanctorium and 
disappeared, She 
had united with her 
Lord. 
‘Andal was con- 
sidered as one of 
the twelve ‘Alvars” 
who preached 
Vaishnavite philoso- 
phy and her most 
well known collec- 
tion of verses is re- 
ferred to as 
“Thiruppavai’. As for 
Vishnu Sithar, also 
known as Perialvar, 
people respected him 
deeply. He was the fa- 
ther - in = law of the 
Lord Himself! 
- Krishnavent 
Ranganathan, 
‘Chennai. 





ee CH GZ, 
Halpy New Year 
% GIFT GOKULAM TO ..YOURRETURNGIFT {) 
| 4 A FRIEND... FROM GOKULAM 


Giftone year's subscription of Your current subscription will be 
Gokulam to one more of your friends. extended for three more months, 


\ 
bx FILL IN THE DETAILS AND SEND IT TO US NOW!" & 
My friend Me 
Name Name 


Address Address : 








Subscription No 





| 

i 

| 

| 

| 

| 

|, Dear Sir, 

ie | wish to introduce my friend to Gokulam. I have enclosed 
5.72/: [by DD / MO / Cheque*) towards on annual subscription 

in my friend's name. Please send Gokulam to my friend for one 

year. Kindly extend my subscrplion period by enother three months 

as my new year gift from you 

Regards 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
I 
| 
| (Signature) tr 
| Offer valid only until March 31, 2003 
y 4 Outstation cheques not accepted. 
| 
| 
\ 
| 
| 
i 
| 
1 
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‘Mail this page to 


The Circulation Manager, 
GORULAM (English) 
47-NP, Jowaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097. 


conan EE) stay so 








LETTER BOX 


A GATEWAY OF 
KNOWLEDGE 


5 have been subscribing to GOKULAM 
for the past six years, Now I have a mini 
GOKULAM LIBRARY at home. Children 
living in my apartment often borrow 
copies from this collection. | have earned 
some pocket money this way. Thanks to 
GOKULAM! 








-V.R. Rajashree, Trichy. 


52 Inmy day to day lite, | read many 
books and magazines. How much ever | 
read these books, they are not as 
impressive and as informative as 
GOKULAM. 

-H. Joshitha, Salem. 


2 If you want to read something that 
gives you knowledge and fun, look no 
further than GOKULAM! 
Poems, jokes and puzzles to boggle your 
mind, 
Comics and stories like this you'l never 
find! 

- Nandini Swaminathan, 


My grandfather had paid the 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Dear Readers, 

% You are most welcome to send 
in your contributions to Gokulam ei- 
ther by post or by email. However, 
there is no guarantee that it will be 
published. It is also not possible for us 
to tell you when it will be published. 
But, if you require your contributions 
to be sent back to you on rejection, 













‘subscription for GOKULAM on my behalf 
Atfist, since | did not know much about 
it, was not enthusiastic. When the first 
issue reached me however, lumped with 
jy. Now | get to read GOKULAM for one 
Whole year! My Gujrathi friend Harshita 
also liked it so much that she too has 
‘subscribed. 
~ Akila Kumaraswamy, 
‘Atul, Gujarat. 


52) | ama regular reader of GOKULAM. It 
has been improving in its standard and 
‘quality in the recent past. Although | am 
a student of Std XI, | do not miss a single 
sue. This has helped me to improve my 
English. GOKULAM can be described as 
a ‘gateway of knowledge’. 
- Neelima Chakraborty, 
Darjeeling, West Bengal. 


5 The November and December issues 


Then you must enclose a sell addressed, 
stamped envelope. 

Remember every contribution sent 
by you should give details of your - 
Name, Age, Class, Name and ad- 
dress of school, Residential address 
and a declaration stating that the 
contribution is your original cre- 
ation (if not, the source must be 
mentioned). 

WISH YOU GOOD LUCK! 
~ Editor 


conan GG sr ns 














From our parent readers... 4) >) 
As amother of four children, I'd like around the wild. 3 
to say that GOKULAM is a valuable @ A Tcnkat ee Oth tr 
possession for all Tenéourage new corridors for exploration iso 
my children 10 read and they enjoy welcome. Roe 
OKULAM.1 00 readeach and KUDOS, GOKULAM provides a 
cle from page ‘110 page 80. tonic to creative brains, = 
© = Mrs. A.S, Suthakaran, “Mrs. Swarnalatha, Gay 
| Batticaloa, Sri Lanka, zy 
AS 5th is good to see thar epics a 
An inaugral reading ofthe December for children in GOKULAM. cee 
2002 issue, both by myselfand my seven weds Sundareswara’ perp crite 
year old ‘ward ‘has kindled my thoughts, 2002) but the story seemed incomplete 
| Writeups like ‘Never Lose Hope’ without the delightful episode, of 
‘are a must month after month, 'Gundodaran’ for whom the river 
©The centrespread has caparisoned Vaigai was created by the Lord t0) 
the on-coming thoughts for various bry rages} 
occasions to remembert J also suggest that “iy dies | 
© The thoughtful "book review" (moral stories forchildren 
contest is innovative. ‘month after month for ine be 
A colunin captioned ‘News Salad’ children, Ws fr 


can add fervour with latest news from 





TM, Sandardraman, hy 





‘of GOKULAM were simply superb, | liked 
the greeting cards in the December issue. 
= Ajay B, Chennai, 


©) The November issue was super! 
Cartoons made easy was very interesting. 
The poster of Virender Sehwag was great! 

~G. Harikrishnan, Mysore, 


4 | too want to receive a ‘Participation 
Certificate’. What should | do? 
- Rashmishree R. Nayak, Manipal. 


Dear Rashmi, 
Please read the instructions given at 
the bottom of this page. 

+ Editor 


PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE 


‘June 2003, the person with, 


number of Seal 


‘cates will receive uu 












Pas bells jingle, 
instinas stars twinkle 
Houses lit up bright 
Oh! What a 


















The leaves of yesterday 
Vee Have withered into the past, 
THouahts formed in our mind 
Ie die or last? 


Thecfuture is a bud 
Not ‘Open now, 

* Will it bloom oF wither? 
We know not what 





But today is a new blossom, 
Of fragrance and beaut, 

‘A new page in the book 
)._ Tthank God for his given 


Feday isa chancé given by God | 
Tocovercorne our mistakes, 
# Arecord of our accomplishments 
That we must strive to make, j 
~Sneh Pradhan, Std. vm, | 
M.H.M.S., Kolkata, 


of life 
bounty. 








There is a general feeting that 
the slogan ‘Jai Hind’ was coined by 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. But 
that is not correct. In fact, the slo- 
{gan owes its origin to another na- 
tional hero Dr. C. Champakaraman 
Pillaia close associate of Netaji 

Dr. Pillai 





+ surpried and impressed by the 


{HE 


was born in TI Priaianaithanan 
‘on 15 September, 1891. As a stu- 
dent in the Maharaja's College, 
Thiruvananthapuram, he greeted 
all his friends with ‘Jai Hind’. It was 
greatly appreciated by all and soon 
gained popularity 

In 1908, Pillai left India for Ger- 


si0o™ 


many to pursue higher studies. 
Soon after completing his doctor- 
ate in Economics, Pillai started his 
revolutionary activities against the 
British, in support of freedom for 
India. He also started the English 
newspaper ‘Pro India’. 


Tn 1933, Pittai met Netaji in 
Vienna, at a conference. On being 
greeted by the catchy slogan ‘Jai 
Hind’ for the first time, Netaji was 
much surprised and greatly im- 
pressed. 

Pillai also shared the idea of the 
Indian National Army (INA) with 
Netaji. ‘Jai Hind’ was later 
adopted by the INA as its slogan 

The slogan had inspired mil- 
lions of freedom fighters during 
India's freedom 

struggle. The slo- 


yuo cones 
‘i ve AND Fo 


ee impressive, arous- 
ing passions among people 
of all castes and creed, cutting 
across all barriers of caste and 
religion. 

Today, when a local leader ad- 
dresses a public meeting, he gen- 
erally closes his speech with ‘Jai 
Hind! 





= S 


G.V. Joshi 
Pune 
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SEEK ‘N’ SEARCH CONTEST 


ENTRY FORM 
Last Date : 22.01.2003 





Name 
‘Age 
School 
Residential 
Address 









‘Signature 





Title Given Corresponding Answers 
1, Curling Up For Protection 
2. The Great Indian Scientist 





3. The Olympic Games 
4. Hairy Faces 

5. The Other Name 

6. In Indian History. 
7. Medical Invention 


8, Little Country In The Mountains : 
Mail to: 














‘Some may say that ‘Hindutva’ has 
won, Others may lament that "Secular- 
ism’ has lost. Whatever itis, the people 
of Guj have ‘spoken’, The 
Narendra Modi to continue as their 
chief minister, The B.J.P. has been re 
turned to power with a thumping ma 
jority 

Immediately after the election results 
were announced, there were ugly inci- 
dents on communal lines during the vic~ 
tory processions, This is definitely not 

ncouiraging, The majority ofthe people 
of Gujarat, including all those who 
voted for B.J.P,, want only peace to 
prevail 

Past tensions should be forgotten 
and a new chapter must be written 
Everyone should think of himself as an 
Indian, and not as a Hindu, Muslim, 
Christian of Parsi. Religion is one’s 
personal affair. Once u person steps out 
imo the street he must feel and act as 
an Indian, Leaders too should follow 
this rule and encourage people to think 
‘on these lines, The country can progress 
only in a peaceful atmosphere, 

ie 

Nagappa, held hostage by 

Veerappan is dead. No one knows for 















meen NEWS ANALYSIS 


certain how he died. Some say 
that he was killed by the for- 
est brigand, Others claim that 
he died in an encounter be- 
tween the special tusk force 
and Veerappan. 
Both the governments of 
Kamataka and Tamilnadu have 
failed miserably in their halt 
hearted attempt to rescue 
Nagappa 
Now thi the hostage criss has come 
to 4 tragic end, both governments can 
intensify their search and capture the 
villain, dead or alive 
fre 
‘Olur president is becoming very 
popular among the youth. He hus a vi 
sion of India being a super power, and 
wants the younger generation to work 
hr to achieve this goa, within the next 
twenty years 
Notonly the youth, but also the older 
generation is willing 1 tol to realise 
the dream of our president, but proper 
economic policies too should be 
{opted by the central and state gov- 
ermments to convert the hard work of 
the people into prosperity of the nation, 
‘Abdul Kalam does not have much to 
say on the latter, as this would amount 
to touching upon polities, which the 
president would do well to avoid, 
‘This is the biggest problem in our 
country. Politics enters into religion, 
economics, education and almost 
everything else, Only if polities is 
isolated fromat least certain key areas, 
‘our country will progress fast and our 
president's dream will become a reality. 
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ather James read the letter 
again. It was from the or- 
phanage. Sister Helena who 
runs the orphanage had asked for 
money to support the higher educa- 
tion of ten students, The church mem- 
bers had already donated generously 
for the X-mas offerings, Father James 
did not want to ask them for more 
money. 
father James, we are ready to go” 
said Wilson one of the church com- 
mittee members, The church choir 
boys had gone to 
Delhi to partici- 
in the All 
Choir 



















Competition, So the 
church had asked for volunteers to 
join in the carol service. 

Father James came out and looked 
at the group of six boy! 
two guitarists, who were well versed 
with only two chords, three solemn 
looking vocalists and, one fat, angry 
looking Santa 

“Boys I thank you for volunteer- 
ing to go on carol rounds” said Fa- 
ther James as he handed Peter a red 
cloth bag full of gifts 

“The bag is heavy!” complained 
Peter, “I'm sure your lunch bag is 
heavier!" said Andrew one of the vo- 
calists, The group laughed as Peter 
gave Andrew a cold stare, 





There were 















Before the boys 
could get into any fur- 
ther argument, Wilson 
ushered the boys into 
the van, 

Peter looked at the 
beautifully wrapped 
gifts inside the bag, 
“These gifts were given 
by the church members 
tobe given to their own 
children”, explained 
Wilson. “The church 
committe members 
thought it would be a 
novel idea to make 
“Santa’ give gifts to 
children at their 
home.” 


he boys sang their maiden 

song in Mr, Philip's house. 

A five year old boy entered 
the hall. His eyes fell on Peter. 
shouted the boy hap- 
name is John", said Mr, 
Philip. “Here John” said Peter giv- 
ing the gift with a label pasted on it 
that said John’, But John was look- 
ing greedily at the red cloth bag full 
of gifts. “I want the red bag,” yelled 
John, as he tried to grab the bag from 
the surprised Peter. The group made 
a hasty retreat, I wish I could've 
spanked him,” said Peter. 

‘The carol group went to the next 
house. The little master of the house 
‘came running towards Peter, “Santa! 
I want to see your reindeers! I want a 
ride in your sleigh!” said the little boy 




















jumping up and down. Poor Peter 
looked helpless. “He'll take you to 
Disneyland after the song!” said 
Kevin one of the vocalists as the oth- 
ers burst into laughter. 

Peter quietly slipped out of 
the house, as the boys were 
singing, 

In the next house, they started to 
sing “Silent Night, Holy Night." 
‘They were interrupted by an angry 
five year old boy, “Hey Santa! 1 
‘wanted a remote control race car, not 
helicopter.” 

‘The boy's father went near Peter 
and whispered harshly, “Hey Santa! 
T bought a race car for my son, Where 
is it?” Peter was puzzled. Wilson 
quickly came to the rescue of Peter. 
“This boy's name is also Prince, May 
be Peter gave his gift to the boy next 
door whose name is also Prince,” said 
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Wilson clearing the confusion. 

“What! To David's son?”, yelled 
Prince’s father angrily. Picking up the 
helicopter, he stormed out to David's 
hhouse, “Give me my son’s race car and 
here's your cheap helicopter,” said 
Prince's father, 

“Cheap!” growled David, “It's an 
imported one..." 

‘The carol group saw the two men 
arguing and quietly left the street. Their 
trip to the rest of the houses was @ 
pleasant experience, as most ofthe kids 
were fast asleep, 





his is the last house,” 

said Wilson.The boys 

smiled. Wilson rang 

the door - bell. There was no 

answer. “Open the door. We're freez~ 

ing outside,” yelled Peter atthe top of 
his voice. 

“Let's try the back door” suggested 
Wilson, 

“The back door's open! Anybody 
home! What the ..." Wilson was not 
able to complete the sentence. The 
‘owners of the house were gagged and 
tied to the chair, Two masked men 
stared threateningly at the carol group, 

“Don’t move!” said one of them, 


‘\y 





“T'vea gun. Quick te them up", he said 
to the other masked man, 

But in lightning speed, the musical 
instruments turned into Weapons and 
in no time, the two masked burglars 
were overpowered by the boys. The 
boys then released the owners and 
called for the police. 

"Good work boys!” said the inspec- 
‘or. These burglars were responsible for 
series of thefts, Thanks to you we'll 
be able to retrieve the stolen valu- 
ables.” 

‘The boys turned heroes overnight. 
‘Their pictures appeared in all leading 
local newspapers. They were rewarded 
by the Police Department and by the 
owners ofthe house, The boys decided 
to hand over the reward money to sur- 
prised Father James, 

“Will wonders ever cease to exist?” 
thought Father James. His church choir 
hhad bagged the first place in the com- 
petition and they too had given the 
prize cheque to Father James, 

“Count me in forthe next carol ser- 
vice", Andrew told Wilson. “Me too!” 
said Peter. "But first I have to loose 
some weight. I don't want to be Santa 
again!” 

R. Anjo Sharon, Coimbatore. 














THE BIGGEST WAVE 


The biggest wave ever recorded 
was 34 metres high, as high as a 
ten - storeyed building! 

Abhishek Gopal, 
Std Vil, 
St. John's Vestry, Trichy. 
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QUOTES ON THE QUIZ 
(from the desks of the stu 
dent reporters) 
The participants had. di- 
verse topics to choose from. 
But the initial nervousness got 





The second round of the 
programme is on - a new set of 
schools to visit. We walk into a new 
school carrying the same equipment 
= familiar, yet new! A row of glea 

ing cycles proudly displayed by 71 the better of them. In their 
CYCLES, ready for the test rides to ¢Xcitement and hurry to score, 


be enjoyed, by the children, catches Team E nearly gave the wrong 
the eye! answer. 


We enter the auditorium only to ‘The students today discovered 
find a problem loom big at * Anandhi (score) & Sujatha (quiz master) 
us - there is only one mike, 
the OHP won't work 
(HELPS, the audience is 
not of the age group we 
expected. 

And yet, the programme 
begins on time ~ somehow 
in the flow of things the 
problems just get filtered 
‘away. The childrens? 
enthusiasm — is that their teachers 
boundless. were quite good at 
infectiou ‘ acting..." 

y “When the audi 
ence round was an 
nounced, the en 
thusiasm 
(and the 


In focus.. 
























































SUMI REPORTS.. 


‘Although it was for 
just 15. seconds, the 
teachers looked terribly 





nervous and were ex: 
tremely self conscious 
and careful while speak 
ing (but they did commit 
mistakes). 

‘A buzz of excitement 
filed the air as the first 


round began - ‘what is 





noise!) react 
righ, Absolutely no 
resitation in answer 
ing even tricky ques 
tions like ‘what is the 
pital of Ecuador 





* Congrats! 


fay “The Ashram Matric 
Fy the name of the company that 


introduced Bugs Bunny?’ ‘Looney 
Tunes’ screamed the participant in 
total excitement, We all laughed 
our heads off as it was the name 
of a cartoon series! The answer 
was Warner Brothers, 

‘There was a round with 
ions based on the fun 
filed magazine Gokulam and 
ponsors of the quiz TI 
es. ‘Name the brand of 
that TI makes whose 
name co-incides with that of 





que 
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a six-legged creature’ was the team member racked his or her 
question, The answer given was brains to answer the riddles. There 
‘scorpio’, Well, I have never heard were wild and whacky answers 
of a cycle named scorpio. The some correct and some way 
answer was Lady Bird. * One among the students 
‘The topical round was interest 
ing and informative with a wide 
range of questions, The questions 
were challenging too. 

















‘The audio 

round was entertaining, They 
played the well-known song "You 
are my Sonia,’ To our surprise, 
none of the participants of Team 
C knew which movie the song was 
from. We were dumbfounded, 
We would have remained so if 
Team D hadn't answered ‘Kabhie 
Khushi Kabhie Gham’ 

“The teams seemed more re 
laxed, For many of the questions 
they did not have to wait for the 
choices of answers to be given. A 
popular misconception was cleared 
when a team rightly answered that 
‘Judo’ meant ‘the gentle way'...” « jayahar 

“It was a battle of wits as each Vidyalaya 
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‘School : The Ashram Matric HSS 
Winners : Sanjith, Saaketh 
Rajagopal, N. Anantharaman 

Reporters : Sowmiya, Sujatha, 
Lavanya, Anju and Gayathri 

‘There was healthy competition 
throughout. It was an exciting and 
memorable afternoon. We hope this 
‘quiz’ing will continue. 








School ; Chinmaya Vidyalaya 
‘Taylor's Road 

Winners : Ayush Roy, P. Vindhiya, 
Sushanth Krishna 

Reporter : Nisha Achuthan 

‘The quiz was a rare combination 
of entertainment and knowledge. It 
was unique because it wasn’t like the 
same old quiz programmes with 
serious competition, The 
participants (students and teachers) 
and the audience enjoyed every 
minute of it, 











the mark...” 

‘Team C was apparently unex- 
posed to western music. They 
couldn't identify a song sung by 


* Vidyodaya Matriculation 


OUR VISITS... 
















School 





jawahar Vidyalaya SSS 




















Winners : HLS. Sidharth, 
P. Sukanya, N, Prakash 

Reporter : Vasudha Murlidhar, 
Std. VI 


Anawesome quiz, We hada great 
experience with the organisers, We 
don’t have words (o express our 
gratefulness to you for conducting 
wonderful quiz, 





School : Vidyodaya Matriculation 
‘Academy 

Winners : Shruthilaya, Shobana, 
Meera 

Reporter : Seema 
vit 

The programme was well 
organised. The compére Ms. Sujatha 
was really smart, She made the 
programme both very interesting 
and a lot of fun, 





arheen, Std. 








Michael Jackson! The audience in 
comparison was aching to yell out 
the answer. 

“The teachers became one 
among the stu- 
dents. 

“For once the ears 
were used more than 
the mouths. 

“There was zeal- 
ous participation 
from the audience. 
Their discipline too 
was tested!. 
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* Chinmaya Vidyalaya 


“In this round, the first person 
to stand up would get the chance 
to answer. A smashing round. 
Unfortunately everyone stood up 
at once, so it became difficult to 
judge who should answer, The quiz 
master's decision was final any: 

way..." 






The visual round 
was very informative 
They showed a pho 
tograph of a per 
son in a traditiona, 
dance costume. 
‘What form of clas 
sical dance is this?” 
was the question, 
No guesses. We 
were surprised to 
hear that it was a 
man dressed as a 
woman and it was 
Kathakali..." 
“The children 








came pouring towards the stage 
during the audience round, Those 
who answered correctly got a cap. 
It was the noisiest round ever, 

"In their attempt to avoid the 
conjunction ‘and’, the teachers 
made up sentences which hardly 
made sense 

As we are clearing up our things, 
«a child with his friend walks up and 
asks, “Miss, will you be coming to 
‘our school again? Next time, I also 
mt to take part in the quiz.” 
There's a feeling of satisfaction on 
hearing this. It has made all the 
efforts put in by the organizers 

orthwhile, Friendly and smiling 
farewells from the children see us 
off the campus, We carry these 
happy feelings with us for a tong 
time afterwards! More schools to 
visit next month. 
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"Answers 1. Peace 2. Nest S. Broom 4. Rapunzel 5. Crown 
The word : POPCORN 
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